
 

Honorable Dr. Atsuo Iiyoshi, President of the Chubu SDGs Platform,  

Distinguished Guests, Ladies, and Gentleman, 

 

On behalf of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, I would like to thank 

all the organizers of the Chubu SDGs Platform who have worked tirelessly to make this  first 

stakeholder meeting possible despite all the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. I 

would also like to commend the Chubu region and cities and regions across Japan for their 

commitment to localizing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development across various levels of 

government with the involvement of all stakeholders.This important meeting being held under the 

topic “SDGs implementation and partnerships at local level”, seeks to discuss and find the best 

solutions and collaborative actions with multi-stakeholders to accelerate progress implementing 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals. With less 

than ten years to go, there is growing concern that momentum towards achieving the SDGs is 

slowing down due to the COVID-19 crisis, lack of resources and other factors.  

As we gather here today, one thing is clear – not only is progress in achieving the 2030 Agenda 

slow within and among countries due to disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

Sustainable Development Goals are off-track and require new effort and financing, including at 

the local level.  

Fully implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is the best sure way of getting 

back on track and building back better. Given their indivisible and interlinked nature, the 

Sustainable Development Goals are more important now than ever.  

To accelerate progress in the Decade of Action and Delivery, cities and regions have a crucial role 

to play in leveraging the full potential of the SDGs as a policy tool to improve people’s lives. 

At the local level, one way to fast-track progress is to mobilize subnational or local governments 

to pursue the Sustainable Goals at their level. 

As UNDESA, we will continue to advocate and mobilize for cooperation at all levels, and advance 

shared values to take on the many challenges we face as well as take advantage of the many 

opportunities that are in front of us.  

I wish the Chubu SDGs Platform will have many more successful events in the future and will 

keep making good progress on the implementation of the SDGs. 

I thank you! 

 

Mr. Amson Sibanda, Chief, National Strategies and Capacity Building Branch, Division for 

Sustainable Development Goals, UNDESA 
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