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Dear Professor Iiyoshi,  

 

First of all, we very much hope that this letter finds you well and healthy. We would like 

to extend our hearty gratitude for having kindly offered the symposium for inaugurating 

The Japanese Association of The Club of Rome back in the summer of 2019. Your 

continuous support since then is highly appreciated. 

It is with great pleasure that we have learnt that The Japanese Association of The Club of 

Rome has become a core member of the new institution “The Central Japan SDGs 

Platform” which, together with three other main organizations, will be substantially 

promoting SDGs. Our sincere congratulations on being part of this new institution and 

your work programme.  

We very much hope that you will be going beyond just promoting the SDGs as a tool and 

ensuring that ambitious implementation of the SDG's and today's global challenges are 

reflected in policy and action on the ground. This is our joint responsibility as members 

of the Club of Rome. 

 

The Club of Rome is a non-governmental think-tank established in 1968 headed by 

Aurelio Peccei, an Italian industrialist, who had a serious concern about a risk of scarcity 

of food and resource to maintain exploding population. The 1st report “The Limits to 

Growth”, which was published in 1972 and sold over one million copies, made world 

citizens recognize his anxiety. 

 

Among the original members, there was a remarkable Japanese, Mr. Saburō Ōkita, who 

brought this issue to the United Nations’ attention to take action on a number of global 

environmental challenges had not been adequately addressed. The Commission for 

Environment and Development was established, which was later called the Brundtland  
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Commission. The Brundtland Report was intended to respond to the conflict between 

globalized economic growth and accelerating ecological degradation. This was to be  

Achieved by redefining "economic development" in the terms of "sustainable 

development". It is credited with crafting the most prevalent definition of sustainability. 

 

The Club of Rome is very proud that our former Japanese member, Ōkita -san, was one 

of the pioneers and we like to think of him as if he were the grandfather who opened 

the door to SDGs. 

 

We think The Central Japan SDGs Platform is an internationally unique institution in that 

it gathers Club of Rome, UNCRD under UNDESA, ESD under UNESCO and a local NPO, 

linking local citizen and firms to major international organizations seeking for 

sustainable development. 

 

We very much expect The Central Japan SDGs Platform to become a forerunner to 

promote sustainable development and wish you all the best and much success.  

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

______________________________  __________________________ 

Sandrine Dixson-Declève     Dr. Mamphela Ramphele 

Co-President     Co-President 

 

 


